


Snowball Activity

1. Take out a piece of paper.

2. Write down something you are passionately outspoken about - think along the 
lines of our social justice theme!



Snowball Activity

1. Once you’ve finished writing, crumple your paper to form a snowball.

2. Throw your snowball into the center of the room!

3. Pick up another person’s snowball from the center of the room.



Today’s big question:



What is privilege and how 
does it affect us?



Privilege - what is it?

● A special right, advantage or immunity granted or available only to a particular 
person or group of people.



http://thewireless.co.nz/articles/the-pencilsword-on-a-plate



Benjamin Zefaniah, Dis-Poetry

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2jSG2dmdfs


Louise Bennett, Colonization in Reverse
Wat a joyful news, Miss Mattie,

I feel like me heart gwine burs'

Jamaica people colonizin

Englan in reverse.

By de hundred, by de t'ousan

From country and from town,

By de ship load, by de plane-load

Jamaica is Englan boun.

Dem a-pour out o'Jamaica,

Everybody future plan

Is fe get a big-time job

An settle in de mother lan.

What a islan! What a people!

Man an woman, old and young

Jusa pack dem bag an baggage

An tun history upside dung!

Some people don't like travel,

But fe show dem loyalty

Dem all a-open up cheap-fare-

To-England agency.

An week by week dem shipping off

Dem countryman like fire,

Fe immigrate an populate

De seat o' de Empire.

Oonoo see how life is funny

Oonoo see de tunabout,

Jamaica live fi box bread

Outa English people mout'.

For wen dem catch a Englan,

An start play dem different role,

Some will settle down to work

An some will settle fe de dole.

Jane say de dole is not too bad

Bacause dey payin she

Two pounds a week fe seek a job

Dat suit her dignity.

Me say Jane will never find work

At the rate how she dah look,

For all day she stay pon Aunt Fan couch

And read love -story book.

Wat a devilment a Englan!

Dem face war an brave de worse,

But I'm wonderin how dem gwine stan

Colonizin in reverse.

● born in Kingston, Jamaica
● writing and performing in 

Jamaican Patois or Creole



Rita Joe, I Lost My Talk
I lost my talk

The talk you took away.

When I was a little girl

At Shubenacadie school.

You snatched it away:

I speak like you 

I think like you I create like you

The scrambled ballad, about my world.

Two ways I talk 

Both ways I say, 

Your way is more powerful.

So gently I offer my hand and ask,

Let me find my talk 

So I can teach you about me.

● born in Whycocomagh, Cape 
Breton Island, Nova Scotia

● Mi’kmaw poet and songwriter



What is the connection 
between poetry and 
social justice?



Stories!



This is a story I 
found on Google 
written by a child.



Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 
The Danger of a Single Story

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg


Fishbowl Activity!

This is one of the first 
pictures to pop up on a 
Google search for “fishbowl.”



Fishbowl Activity!

What is the message of Chimamanda’s speech? What issue(s) is she addressing? 
Why is what she is saying important?

1. 5 volunteers to discuss this - please bring your chairs up to the front and 
arrange them in a semicircle.

2. The only people allowed to talk are the 5 people up at the front - if you have 
something to contribute to the discussion, simply tap someone out to take 
their spot in the fishbowl.





Journal Reflection

1. Write a reflection on one poem that stuck out to you - how did the poem 
connect with you? Speak to you? Relate to you?



Homework for Tuesday, March 8th

● Research and find a poem related to a social justice topic that you are curious 
about, find interesting, or want to explore more.

● Bring the poem with you to class.


